Giving a Lift

Cranes help technicians move heavy equipment to and from
service vans, saving their backs and helping to prevent accidents

By Ken Wysocky
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MONEY MACHINES

OWNER: Frank Bonetti Plumbing, Castro Valley, Calif.
FUNCTION: Drain cleaning and plumbing
. To prevent equipment damage and employee injuries, Frank Bonetti Plumbing
VEHICLE TYPE: Dodge Sprinter van of Castro Valley, Calif., has outfitted its service vans with the Vancrane, a rear-
PRIMARY EQUIPMENT:  Four drain machines (Spartan Tool LLC), Gatorcam inspection n;?lu?ted, 1,:00-po'and-c;|I13acit\{t_elrflctrig crane made by Pickup Equipment Inc.
system (WCT Products), RD 4000 locator (Radiodetection/SPX). (Photos courtesy of Frank Bonetti Plumbing)
COST: $46,000

the spring in the technicians’ steps,
says co-owner Dan Bonetti.

“The cranes lift our heavy sewer
machines in and out of the vans,”
says Bonetti, whose company is in
Castro Valley, Calif. “We've even
used one to reset a fire hydrant.

“We had ramps for a while, but
they weren’t built in, so they always
seemed to be in the way. Plus, even
with a ramp, you still have to wheel
the machine up or down, which
makes you prone to injuries. Our
workmen’s compensation insurance
rates never go down, but the crane
helps to keep them from going up
even higher.”




locator, made by Radiodetec-
tion/SPX. The vans also have room
for a portable jetter, if needed. The
company relies on a General J-1450
(1,500 psi/1.7 gpm) and a General J-
3000 (3,000 psi/4 gpm) made by
General Pipe Cleaners.

Each van carries about $4,000
worth of repair parts, organized in a
bin-and-shelf storage system manu-
factured by Adrian Steel Co. The
vans get about 19 miles to the gal-
lon, versus 11 or 12 for the older
vans they replaced. That boost in gas
mileage easily justified the vans’
$46,000 price tag, Bonetti notes.

The vans offer another advan-
tage: plain old creature comfort. The
interior is tall enough so that techni-
cians can stand up straight, instead
of bending over and crawling into
cramped quarters. ll

MORE INFO:

Adrian Steel Co.
800/677-2726
www.adriansteel.com

General Pipe Cleaners
800/245-6200
www.drainbrain.com

Pickup Equipment Inc.
800/382-6680
www.pickupequipment.com

Radiodetection/SPX
877/247-3797
www.radiodetection.com

Spartan Tool LLC
800/435-3866
www.spartantool.com

WCT Products
800/928-7763
www.wctproducts.com

SHow Us THE MONEY (MACHINE)

Money Machines, a new feature in Cleaner, reports on innovative work
vehicles that help contractors operate more efficiently, satisfy customers and
earn more profit. We’d like to know about your Money Machine — be it a
service van, camera truck, jetting rig, vacuum unit or any vehicle that really
helps drive your business. To nominate your vehicle for a feature in this col-
umn, send an e-mail to editor@cleaner.com. Tell us briefly but specifically
what features make it a great producer. And send a picture — because
appearance counts. We look forward to seeing your Money Machine.

Reprinted with permission from Cleaner® / March 2009
© 2009, COLE Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 220, Three Lakes, WI 54562
800-257-7222 / www.cleaner.com




